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If you look, you're sure going to find

Throughout mankind's history

A colonized mind

The one in power makes law

Under which the colonized fall

But without God

It's just the blind leading the blind

The Colonized Mind



long-standing patterns of power that emerged as a result of 

colonialism, but that define culture, labour, intersubjectivity 

relations, and knowledge production well beyond the strict 

limits of colonial administrations [and] is maintained alive in 

books, in the criteria for academic performance, in cultural 

patterns, in common sense, in the self-image of peoples, in 

aspirations of self, and so many other aspects of our modern 

experience
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“

” (Maldonado-Torres, 2007, page 243)

Coloniality



Coloniality & transport in/justice research

Some examples:

▪Accessibility as concept and metric 

▪Rawlsian egalitarianism and responses to this, including 

sufficientarianism and much of the capabilities approach

▪ Lefebvre’s right to the city

▪Participation as essential to procedural/deliberative justice

▪Recognition as beneficial to individuals and communities

▪The very notion of justice as such 

5



But what if we invert that Order of Things? What if we posit 

that, in the present moment, it is the so-called ‘Global South’ 

that affords privileged insight into the workings of the world 

at large? 
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“

”
(Comaroff & Comaroff, 2012, page 243)



For the master’s tools will 

never dismantle the 

master’s house. They may 

allow us temporarily to beat 

him at his own game, but 

they will never enable us to 

bring about genuine change

“

”
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Three decolonial actions:

1.Rethink thinking

2.Unthink thinking

3.Learn to unlearn in order to 

relearn
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Ubuntu

Pan-African concept, also known as Umunthu (Zambia), Ubumuntu 

(Rwanda) and Biakoye (Ghana), popularised as ‘I am because we are’

An aspirational ethical ‘philosophy of life,’ focused on moral obligations of 

human beings who have to live together, enabling them to survive and 

flourish together, in their singular individuality (Cornell, 2014)

Character of moral obligations varies according to time, place and context 

Moro (2021) offers a classification that can be developed in analytical and 

moral framework for understanding and intervening in popular transport 
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Baltimore, 2015



Thank you

Tim Schwanen
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